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INTRODUCTION

There are so many occasions where a bit of music is needed - parties, festivals, family 
gatherings, etc..This is a book of easy to play pieces designed to help you put your 
understanding of sheet music into practice... and impress your friends and family at the 
same time!! There are well known pieces which you can use for different occasions, 
whether playing nursery rhymes to kids, national anthems, Christmas time or other events. 

There are 2 different versions of each piece. There is an easy to play piano score and a 
lead sheet. So, whatever your instrument these pieces provide an excellent opportunity for 
you to try out your ability to read sheet music. 

Whilst you are playing the pieces feel free to refer back to the “Learn How to Read Sheet 
Music” ebook. This is part of the learning process. I have also included some useful 
resources to help you get started:

1. Chord Sheets with notated suggestions how to play chords when following a lead sheet
2. Piano Fingering Diagram
3. Stave to Piano Key diagram

The process of learning to play sheet music is like riding a bike - it does take a bit of time, 
but, be encouraged, you will get the hang of it relatively quickly. Once you do, you will find 
that a whole new world of music-making has been opened up.
Good luck and enjoy!

Benjamin Dunne! 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Benjamin Dunnett is a prize-winning music theory student, music teacher, examiner, 
composer and pianist. Having had the opportunity to study the piano from an early age, 
Benjaminʼs musical style is rooted in the traditions of classical music. However, a 
significant amount of his musical experience has been in more contemporary forms of 
music and music technology.

Having graduated from Oxford University, Benjamin studied for his LRSM and it was 
during this period of time that his passion for composing, performing and teaching music 
developed. “I was inspired by the music I was performing and wanted to help others in 
their journeys as musicians”. Benjamin teaches at a secondary school in the United 
Kingdom where he is Head of Sixth Form. He also teaches individual pupils privately and 
is an examiner.

Benjamin is an increasingly popular composer of piano music. Classical in style, his music 
is characteristically thoughtful and melancholic, influenced by modern composers such as 



Philip Glass, Ludovico Einaudi and Dustin OʼHalloran. Benjaminʼs debut album is simply 
titled “11 Pieces on the Piano”.
 www.benjamindunnett.com 

Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty
The author makes no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or 
completeness of the contents of this work and specifically disclaim all warranties, including 
without limitation warranties of fitness for a particular purpose. No warranty may be created 
or extended by sales or promotional materials. The advice and strategies contained herein may 
not be suitable for every situation. This work is sold with the understanding that the publisher 
is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or other professional services. If professional 
assistance is required, the services of a competent professional person should be sought. 
Neither the publisher nor the author shall be liable for damages arising herefrom. Please 
understand that there are some links contained in this guide that the author may benefit from 
financially. The fact that an organization or website is referred to in this work as a citation and/
or a potential source of further information does not mean that the author or the publisher 
endorses the information the organization or website may provide or recommendations it may 
make. Further, readers should be aware that internet websites listed in this work may have 
changed or disappeared between when the work was written and when it is read.  All 
trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

Copyright Notice
No part of this publication shall be reproduced, transmitted, or sold in whole or in part in any 
form, without the prior written consent of the author. All trademarks and registered 
trademarks appearing in this guide are the property of their respective owners.

The 20 pieces included in this book are all Public Domain pieces. 
All arrangements Copyright © 2011 Benjamin Dunnett. All rights reserved.

Published by Benjamin Dunnett

http://www.benjamindunnett.com
http://www.benjamindunnett.com


KEYBOARD TO NOTATION 
DIAGRAM

Keys to Score Diagram



PIANO FINGERING DIAGRAM



CHORD SYMBOLS

Chord Symbol

major Just the chord letter (e.g. A 
chord of A Major would be 
written “A”

minor m (e.g. Am)

minor 7 7 (e.g. A7)

major 7 maj7 (e.g. Amaj7)

diminished dim (e.g. Adim)

augmented aug (e.g. Aaug)

Another chord symbol you will see a lot is a chord with a backslash and then another letter. 
e.g. D/A. The 1st letter refers to the chord to be played. The 2nd letter tells you what note 
to put in the bass. So, the chord “D/A” means that a D major chord should be played, but 
an A note should be played at the bottom of the chord. 



TWENTY FAMOUS PIECES PIANO 
VERSIONS



NURSERY RHYMES

Baa Baa Black Sheep



The Grand Old Duke Of York



Twinkle Twinkle Little Star



CHRISTMAS TUNES

Away in a Manger



O Little Town of Bethlehem



Once in Royal David’s City



Silent Night



We Wish You A Merry Christmas



NATIONAL SONGS

Advance Australia Fair



The Battle Hymn of the Republic



God Save The Queen





O Canada



The Stars and Stripes



SPIRITUALS

Amazing Grace



Go Down Moses



Standin’ in the Need of Prayer



Swing Low, Sweet Chariot



SONGS FOR OCCASIONS

Auld Lang Syne



Happy Birthday



O Danny Boy



TWENTY FAMOUS PIECES LEAD 
SHEETS



NURSERY RHYMES

Baa Baa Black Sheep

The Grand Old Duke Of York



Twinkle Twinkle Little Star



CHRISTMAS TUNES

Away in a Manger



O Little Town Of Bethlehem



Once in Royal David’s City



Silent Night



We Wish You a Merry Christmas



NATIONAL SONGS

Advance Australia Fair



The Battle Hymn of The Republic



God Save The Queen



O Canada



The Stars and Stripes



SPIRITUALS

Amazing Grace



Go Down Moses



Standin’ in the Need of Prayer



Swing Low, Sweet Chariot



SONGS FOR OCCASIONS

Auld Lang Syne

Happy Birthday



O Danny Boy



CHORD SHEETS

Here are some suggestions how to play the different chords:














